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The following guidelines are designed to enable our students to successfully complete their theses.
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Page i:
Abstract (one page)

The abstract is primarily a brief summary of the thesis. It aims to introduce the reader the main topic/issue area the thesis addresses, which aspect(s) of the issue it grapples with, specifying further the question that directs the research. It summarizes the argument in response to the question at hand, the method(s) used to conduct the research in establishing this response. The abstract should also be accompanied a list of keywords 

Page ii:
Acknowledgments (one page): “I wish to thank…”

Page iii:
Index (one page)

Page 1:
Introduction (5-10 pages)


The Introduction is an expanded version of the Abstract and the main goal is to offer an overview of the entire project. 


Overall, it aims to accomplish three main things: provide a thesis statement (state what the central argument of the dissertation is), provide context (place the argument within a larger, ongoing discussion about the topic), and announce the plan of the dissertation (main points to be made to support the thesis and a guideline to the order of discussion)


As it accomplishes these goals, it should lay out responses to: 

1) [Thesis Statement] What is the question? What is the claim in response to the question? 

2) [Context] What is the purpose and, justification of the project? Why is the question at hand worthwhile to ask? How does the answer differ from others? How does the answer speak to broader issues/debates on the question? What could have been done, yet, couldn’t be addressed within the context of the thesis? Why?


3) [Plan] How is the thesis demonstrate what it intends to say? What is the road map to develop the argument?


(The author’s personal motivations, if any, should also find their way into the Introduction).
 The Main Body of the Text:


Depending on the most effective strategy to structure and defend the argument, the chapters should be organized to cover main points in a logical order. Overall, the chapters should contextualize the argument, provide evidence to support the claim, convince the reader how the evidence will be collected and why it will be collected through the specified method.

Page XX:
Chapter On: The framework or methodology (approximately 15 pages)


In this chapter, the candidate can make explicit all the assumptions that guided his or her research, and that will be useful to interpret the findings

OR 


The candidate can provide a rationale for the specific approach/genre guiding the study and, further, illuminate the logical and compelling connections between the research questions, approach and the methods (Rossman and Rallis, 1998) 


AND, if it is necessary 


the methods which indicate: What will the candidate actually do in conducting this study? What approaches and techniques will the candidate use to collect and analyze the data, and how do these constitute an integrated strategy? (Maxwell, 2008).

(Note: If the project is exegetical, then the chapter should contain a recapitulation of the main traits of the targeted philosopher and book).

Page XX:
Chapter On: Literature review (approximately 25 pages)


In this chapter, the candidate should critically engage the current literature relevant to his or her project. The literature review may contain theories and prior research findings which guide or inform the research. The extension of the relevant literature is dictated by the framework chosen by the candidate. (Any notable omission should be duly justified). 


The candidate should persuade the reader that the current literature needs to be expanded, critically revised or understood in order to properly address the targeted social or political phenomena.

Page XX:
Following Chapters: Two or more chapters should take place according to the design of the research. The candidate may add different chapters based on the necessities of her/his research; these chapter may include chapters like (these are not in order): 


- The argument 


- Objections


- Comparison of different cases


- Presentation of the studied phenomenon 


- Evaluations


- Discussions

Page XX:
Chapter On Conclusions/Future developments (approximately 10 pages)


This section generally contains: an assessment of the potential impacts of the project on current political and social issues and suggestions for further developments of the thesis.


The conclusion sums up what has already been said as well as leaving the reader with further questions to think about, pointing new areas of research that the thesis opens up for. 
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